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Since it’s inception, the foundation has been active in the field of learning disabilities (LD).  Given the 
Tremaine family’s experience with learning disabilities, specifically dyslexia; during the foundation’s first 
decade of grantmaking this was made a centerpiece of Tremaine Foundation’s activities.   To date, over 
$32 Million has been granted to more than 100 different organizations for this program, in addition to 
almost $6 Million in Board directed discretionary grants focused on learning disabilities.  

Phase I 

From 1993 – 2003, the Foundation supported a nationwide public awareness campaign designed to 
encourage early intervention to respond to the needs of children with learning disabilities.  The 
campaign which involved public service announcements through the Ad Council, also sought to increase 
public awareness of the fact great minds don’t always think alike, and that children and adults with 
learning disabilities are often as intelligent, if not more so, than their peers.  

To inform the program, and to take stock of its success, the foundation approved funds for public 
attitude polling, with Roper conducting polls in 1995, 2000, 2004 and 2010.  In addition to attitudes of 
the public, at different times the polls included oversamples of parents, and teachers.  

As a means of implementing the program, the foundation created the Coordinated Campaign for 
Learning Disabilities.  Elements of the campaign included: 

• Convening leading LD organizations to plan the campaign; to identify and support the individual 
groups contributing to the effort; and to review the results of the campaign as it unfolded.  (The 
organizations involved included International Dyslexia Association, Learning Disabilities 
Association, Division of Learning Disabilities, Council for Learning Disabilities, and LDOnline); 
 

• Support for a public service ad (PSA) campaign through the Ad Council, and in partnership with 
the CCLD groups, and communications consultants hired by EHTF; 
 

• Support for broadening the message of Mel Levine and All Kinds of Minds, including a $1 million 
investment in the materials and public relations surrounding a WGBH special on learning 
disabilities that featured Dr. Levine. 
 

• Identification of other promising approaches to LD that might also help support the effort to 
reduce the stigma, and support early intervention for those with LD, which included 
involvement in key policy issues related to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  
EHTF collaborated with CAST and the National Center for Learning Disabilities (NCLD) for these 
efforts. 

As the campaign moved forward a question arose, one that ultimately helped define the second phase 
of EHTF’s LD grantmaking.  What happens if our public relations efforts drive people to an educational 
system that is unable to respond to the demand for early intervention, and individualized instruction?  



 

Phase II 

From 2003 to 2013, the Foundation focused on building Classrooms for All Learners to ensure 
classrooms and school systems were able to respond to the individual needs of students.  

The first part of this effort built on the relationship the foundation had with CAST, and was focused on 
expanding the field of Universal Design for Learning (UDL).  This included multiple grants to CAST for the 
following initiatives: 

• To play a major role in developing the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standards 
(NIMAS), the software standards for digitizing curricula and making it more accessible to all 
students.  

• To continue development of concepts, and evidence based approaches to UDL 
• To co-host (with EHTF) a national summit on UDL in July 2007 that helped define and expand the 

field of UDL, and helped CAST serve as the host for the first national center on UDL 
• To grow the national center on UDL 
• To help design federal policy on UDL, along with National Center for Learning Disabilities 

(NCLD) 

The second component of this phase built on the need for early intervention, and produced a system 
(almost entirely the result of EHTF funding) to provide age-appropriate programming for children in pre-
kindergarten (Pre-K) who might be at risk for having learning disabilities.   

To accomplish this work EHTF worked with Frank Porter Graham Institute (FPG) at University of North 
Carolina, an organization that developed Recognition and Response (R&R), the first and most widely 
known approach to Pre-K and learning issues.   In partnership with FPG, pilot projects were funded with 
the Connecticut State Department of Education; the Maryland Committee for Children; the Early 
Childhood Initiative Foundation in Miami, FL and the Arizona Literacy and Learning Center.  Training 
programs were developed through grants to the National Association for the education of Young 
Children, and the Stern Center in Vermont.  

The Association for Children of New Jersey served as a project partner as EHTF supported  the critical 
policy development of bringing this Pre-K approach to scale.  NCLD continued to play a key role in policy 
component as well as other aspects of this project.  With EHTF support, NCLD developed an early 
learning network and created a pre-K learning roadmap that has served as a foundation for pre-K 
learning and curriculum. 

An indirect result of EHTF’s focus and funding, is the creation of a major federal center focused on 
further refinement, development, and implementation of this approach to early intervention named the 
National Center on Response to Intervention. 

During this second phase, grants were also made to support Eye to Eye, an organization with a unique 
approach to teaching that paired successful college volunteers with learning disabilities with third grade 
teachers and students to help empower both the teachers and students to learn together.  EHTF also 
worked to develop state blueprints for Connecticut and Vermont to guide legislators in including 
students with LD in their education reform efforts.  



In 2012, the Foundation also released a report in partnership with the Campaign for Grade Level 
Reading, Don’t “DYS” Our Kids: Dyslexia and the quest for Grade-Level Reading Proficiency 

 

Phase III 

In 2013 and 2014, EHTF completed a review of Phase II of the Learning Disabilities program and 
developed a new goal for Phase III: “For learners of all kinds to be recognized, supported and 
empowered to thrive, especially youth with dyslexia and related learning differences that are classified 
as learning disabilities.”  To achieve this goal, EHTF funds strength-based approaches that do the 
following: 

• Empower parents to help children succeed. 
• Build, grow and connect the community of those who have learning and attention issues.  
• Advance policies that support learning differences.  
• Equip educators to effectively work with all types of learners.  

The Board also decided to change the name of the program to Learning Differences to reflect the 
strengths based focus.   During this third phase, EHTF has committed to a five-year partnership with the 
Poses Family Foundation to support Understood.org, a comprehensive interactive website for parents 
with children for LD.  EHTF has committed $2.5 Million for this initiative.  EHTF has also made grants to 
the following organizations to achieve the goals of Phase III, Ramapo for Children, Smart Kids of LD, 
Learning Ally/Decoding Dyslexia, Learning Disability Association of New York State, Dyslexic 
Advantage, Literate Nation, Campaign for Grade Level Reading, Project Eye to Eye and CAST.  

 


